80 years since the Winter War
30.11.1939 - 13.3.1940

The Soviet Union and Germany divides the eastern part of Europe

The year is 1939. Two strong military powers dominate Europe and the world. Joseph Stalin in the Soviet Union and

Adolf Hitler in Germany decides to divide the eastern parts of Europe into two spheres of interest. This meant for instance,
that Finland, Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania would become part of the Soviet Union sphere, which meant that the Soviet Union
could attack Finland without interference from Germany.

The agreement was signed on August 23rd 1939 in Moscow by
the Foreign Minister Vjatjeslev Molotov and Foreign Minister
Joachim von Ribbentrop, after a short and intense diplomacy.

The Molotov-Ribbentrop pact meant in practice that the second World War was imminent. It didn’t take long before the
Soviet Union demanded of Finland:

Hanko will become a military base with berths in Lappvik

The border on the Karelian Isthmus will be moved farther west

The islands in the eastern Gulf of Finland will become Russian territory

The western part of the Rybachy peninsula in the north will become Russian territory
The fortifications on the Karelian Isthmus are to be destroyed

Finland gave a negative answer to the Russian demands, which caused Joseph Stalin to look for a valid reason to attack Finland.

To the Karelian Isthmus for a “reserve exercise”

On October 13th 1939 men were drafted for reserve exercises. The reservist from Larsmo gathered in Holm school for travels to
Vaasa , where they were equipped and travelled by train to an unknown destination. No one knew where the journey would end.
The train stopped at a station named Kaméri. They had reached the Karelian Isthmus. The journey continued on foot to Huumola
village. The next day they reached the final destination at the Léhde road near Summa.

There the squadron leader with the Artillery section, George Lucander decided to pitch camp, probably for a longer period of time.
Fortification work commenced immediately. First and foremost they built bunkers, dug trenches, strung telephone wires,
constructed protection for horses and got the Artillery weapons ready.

The bunkers became a
home to the crew for a
long time. The loose
sand was dug out, logs
were cut down for the
roof, which were covered
with cloth, sand, rocks,
branches and moss.

Incident at the border

The Soviet Union staged an incident at the border to get a reason to attack Finland
Rybachy peninsula

According to Soviet sources, three Finnish border guards were captured on
the Rybachy peninsula on November 28th, because according to Soviets
they were on Russian territory. The allegation was that the Soviet Union was
attacked by Finland.

The Finnish troops were accused of firing 7 shots towards Mainila, located in
Soviet territory near the border. The event allegedly took place on November
26th at 3 pm, in which four Russian soldiers died and nine were wounded.
Already at 7.30 pm a memorandum was given to a Finnish emissary in
Moscow, which stated that the Soviet troops had been fired upon. A demand
was made that Finnish troops withdraw from the border.

Later it has been confirmed from both Finnish and Russian sides, that a Russian
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(" Mainila command group had fired grenades from east of the border.
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Soviet union attacks along the whole border on November 30th 1939
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Finland at war with the Soviet Union
Helsinki bombed

Massive Russian troops attacked along Raate road
towards Suomusssalmi, but were stopped by the
Finnish defense forces.

Bombs fall over Helsinki. Also other cities and towns such as
Hanko, Vyborg, Lappeenranta, Lahti, Turku, Vaasa and
Riihiméki were hit.

People flee from the eastern parts of the country. Already
during the first day of the war, November 30th, these
people left their village on the Karelian Isthmus. Nikolaj
Petrow holding the reins, mother Helena and sons Pentti
and Esko as well as Hilja Hinkkanen in the back.

Weapons and volunteers
Children of war EE BRI e
Munitions were transported across the ice of
During the Winter War almost 9000 children were brought from Finland to Sweden, Kvarken in the Gulf of Bothnia.

where they found new temporary homes.

The Liahde section when the war begun
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Battles in the Summa sector

during the Winter war
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At the main line of defence the Infantry and Artillery Observers
worked close together. N P
A picture from the attack in Summa 1939 B
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Lahde section, where the
breakthrough happened
on Feb. 11-13 1940
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Larsmo-QOja Artillery, in red on the map, was approximately 3 km
behind the main defence lines.

The Artillery Observers were stationed in the “Million bunker”,
connected by telephone and radio to the Artillery.

Bertel Wiik: (Non-commissioned Officer in Artillery Observers)

In the “Million bunker” on top of the hill, also called “the finger”,
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Attillery Observers quarters fateful day of the 13th of February.

The “Million bunker” on top of the hill. The drawing shows
the various rooms in the bunker.

ion trench

Fr—
4 Ve

e

; ! v
arsmo-Ojabattepets staliningar
1930-40 enligt Ingmar Kronquists

Artillery position at the accident Larsmo-Oja Battery was equipped ~ Second Artillery Batteries positions at the Lihde section.
bunker Lisa, with a connection with these types of cannons. The accident bunker Lisa to the right and Maja bunker to
trench in the forefront. the left in the picture.

Picture taken in the 1990°s.



